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Detailed Proposals of Peterborough Branch Inland Wgerways Association
[IWA] for the Improvement of Landing Stages and Tenporary Moorings within
the Middle Level System: August 2007

[Proposals regarding Assets within the area of Humhgdonshire District Council

are marked*|

Locks: Landing Stages

In order not to compromise the safety of thosegikioks it is important that landing
stages for the use of lock users are provided ahogeelow each lock. They should
in all cases be properly sited and of adequateheregognising that boats of up to 70
feet in length can now navigate throughout moshefML system. We will comment
on the situation at each of the locks in the Midddgel in turn.

Stanground: no improvements required

Ashline: the landing stage above the lock needs to bandetkto 70 feet in length
with additional metal T bollards being providednesessary.

Marmont Priory : both landing stages are too short and shoulcktemded to 70 feet.
Both need to be equipped with an adequate numbeetdl T bollards.

Salters Lode no improvements required to the landing stages

Ramsey High Lode* both landing stages are too short and shoulckteméed to 70
feet. They need to be equipped with an adequatéeuai metal T bollards.

Public Temporary Moorings: Existing: Current Proble ms

Just as landing stages at locks can present Headtisafety issues so can public
moorings. We will highlight those that give curreaiuse for concern.

Whittlesey: behind the planking which forms the landing stdgeland has sunk. It
needs building up level. Behind this area is aag$iank. For safety reasons a short
set of steps need to be built into the bank anacaess ramp for the disabled
constructed.

Ramsey Basin* the existing moorings need to be refurbishedhey are not only
unsafe but dangerous. We appreciate that the prirmaponsibility for these
moorings lies elsewhere. We have in the past mat®gled representations to



Huntingdonshire District Council and suggested itetamprovements which need to
be carried out to the moorings. [We have also sstggethat the Basin needs to be
reorganised and extended so that 70 feet long @aafturn there]

Nordelph: the existing mooring is too short and represaritazard for this reason.
There are also no mooring T bollards. There arsiphyconstraints to the site but the
mooring should be extended as far as is physipalbgible and metal bollards
provided.

Upwell: the mooring at Church Bridge Mooring about 20€dgao the west of the
new bridge is too short. It needs to be extendédtfeet and additional metal T
bollards provided as necessary. [This work is eulyebeing carried out]

Outwell: Hunter Row Boat Basin: the mooring points need refurbishing. It is
suggested they be replaced by metal T bollards.

March: the short mooring near the library: this mooring needs to be dredged for at
present many boats have difficulty approachingfiély.

Public Moorings: Proposed Additional Moorings

It is difficult for craft to moor on much of the Blile Level system. If visitors are to
be encouraged that situation has to be improvesinib longer acceptable to expect
navigators who wish to stop near a village or toéavrun their craft into high banks
and then to clamber up those banks. The safetgsssud dangers involved are
clearly considerable. We have for a long time faedwa strategy whereby each
village or town on the Middle Level system and eplate of interest would be
served by public visitor moorings. This would notyofulfil safety requirements but
would also be a positive encouragement to tourtéavigators would feel able to
stop, take a look at the towns and villages ofatea and where there were shops or
public houses spend money. Within such a strategpnepose that additional public
moorings should be constructed as follows:

Chatteris: this is the most important town/village which isanéo the Middle Level
system but does not have a public mooring. This @ir view clearly something
which should be remedied at an early date. Wherweln a mooring is constructed
on the existing navigation it would be some wayrfrime centre of Chatteris and
therefore involve a lengthy walk. Nevertheless,igators should by definition be
reasonably fit. We do not see distance as predajutii@ use of such a mooring. We
acknowledge that there could be a debate over waumte a mooring should be
constructed but our preference would be for iteéabnstructed near the so called
“dock bridge” being the point where the A141 crase Forty Foot Drain. From
there a public footpath passes south through Wilkanm before joining Dock Lane
which in turn leads to the A142 near the roundalb@the north of Chatteris. At that
point walkers would find a supermarket and garagkfeom it have access to the
centre of Chatteris.



Benwick: there are no public moorings at Benwick yet & hanumber of facilities
including a shop and public house which are of pitdéinterest to boaters. We
therefore suggest that a public mooring shoulddresttucted to serve this village.

Christchurch: there is easy walking access from the Sixteen Roar to
Christchurch which is about one mile away. Christch is likely to be of interest to
boaters because to be found there are a shopnpud eeterinary practice. We
propose that a 70 feet long mooring together weps/ ramp up the bank be
constructed on the bank of the Sixteen Foot River.

Three Holes this is a settlement which boasts a number dlitias including a
public house, garages, shops and a post officealiain of potential interest to
boaters and therefore we suggest a further locédiotme construction of moorings.
In that connection the Commissioners may be ab#ssist. Near the road bridge
there are a set of steps which lead to some seovatdrside control/ measuring
facility which is presumably owned by the Commis&s. We suggest that a
mooring could be constructed between the road éradygl those steps and that the
steps could be incorporated into the design to sapense.

Ramsey Forty Foot*: while a small village, Ramsey Forty Foot does Hawedities
of interest to boaters. It should therefore beesgtwy a public mooring.

Ramsey St. Mary* this is a straggling village with elements ontbsides of the Old
River Nene. The B1040 crosses the river and imnbelgligurns 90 degrees to run
alongside the waterway. At that point sits RamseWiary church. Although
straggling the village does have facilities whicbuhd be of benefit to boaters and
should be served by a public mooring. We suggettitve sited near the church and
bridge.

Places of Interest/ the Great Fen Project*there is a need for temporary moorings
to be constructed to serve a number of existinggslaf interest.

Woodwalton Fen Nature Reserve lies alongside theoéthe navigable section of
Great Raveley Drain. From the end of the navigabtgion a bridge provides access
to the Reserve itself. An obvious site for publicarings to serve the Reserve would
be the end of the Drain but no formal public mogsiexist. We suggest that tourism
would be aided and safety increased if mooringeweibe constructed in this
location. Craft of 70 feet in length cannot turrthie channel. As part of any
constuction programme we suggest that a 70 fooirtgmpoint be constructed at the
end of the Drain.

At the end of the New Dyke lies a basin where 8 twaft can turn. Informally craft
from time to time moor immediately to the westlué basin against the bank. Again,
however, there are no formal moorings and we sudggassuch moorings would be a
tourism asset. It is also possible to walk fromlikasin to the B660 and thence into
the village of Holme. The one problem is that tkisnly possible by walking down a
private drive. There is a clear need to reach donme of agreement about the use of
the drive by boaters.



Both Great Raveley Drain and New Dyke will lie wittlor alongside the area of the
Great Fen Project. Indeed, the Project is wellesthwy existing waterways [once the
problem of Exhibition bridge has been resolvedhat there are a number of
waterways which either define the boundary of th@gdet or pass right through its
area. It would be possible to construct temporaopmmgs along these waterways
anywhere thought appropriate by the promotersdeioto allow foot access to
various parts of the overall site.

One particular waterway for consideration is Mohksle. It is navigable to a point
where it is blocked by a low bridge. That bridgeldoprobably be lifted without
undue expense if this were thought to be apprapbgtthe GFP. Wherever the limit
of navigation is finally sited moorings should beypded at the end and/ or along its
length. A turning point for craft up to 70 feetlength would need to be constructed
at the end.

We turn finally to the Welney Wildlife Centre, tiRSPB Welches Dam reserve and
the Stonea Encampment, all of which are establigharist attractions within the
area. The first two projects are either on or tieaiOld Bedford River: it follows that
for waterway tourism to be promoted in relationhose two sites it will first be
necessary for the Environment Agency to restoretmmection of the Old Bedford
with the Middle Level proper, particularly at WehDam lock. The Agency
continually assures us that there is no intentioriasing the waterway. We proceed
on the basis that the Agency will shortly keepnitsd. Stonea Encampment involves
no such complications being sited on the Sixteest Rover.

There are no formal moorings to serve any of tisgss. The two latter projects
would benefit from the creation of moorings adjaderthose facilities. Access to the
Welney Centre by boat involves disembarking at Weljon the Old Bedford] and
walking to the Centre. Any moorings in connectiathvihis site would therefore
need to be constructed at Welney and would havadt#&ional benefit of serving
that village.



