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d in this publication are not necessarily those of the Inland
ation or of the Peterborough Branch. They are, however,
being of interest to our members and readers



This edition highlights the risk of the deterioration of our waterways as a
result of funding cuts by Government. In case anyone is any doubt we
show the present state of Welches Dam Lock as a reminder!
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Tickets available from Alastair Chambers
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A t the recent National Council meeting there w
a lengthy discussion as to the Association’s
response to reported cutbacks in the Governmen. .
funding of the two main waterways authorities.

The cut to BW is expected to be in excess of 10% antlkieig
the EA will suffer similarly. Bearing in mind that tf&A has been pleading poverty for
some time this has to be regarded as a very serioas threur navigations. Mainte-
nance budgets will be cut, new projects put on hold andntwnes are likely to be
severely cut back.

Head Office has produced a range of well designediatiggrabbing literature with
the messag&ave Our System’Although inevitably slanted toward the canals, the
message is clear. 60 years of restoration and cotiserveork could be undone and
the waterways will degenerate and decay if work on tisdeftiundone.

We will be able to supply all the leaflets and posif people want them on an indi-
vidual basis but at our last branch committee meetinfgliyeafter much discussion,
that our efforts should be concentrated on the MP&Ir region.

Most of the MPs in our area have some part of ouerwaly system in their constitu-
ency, every MP will soon be facing a General Electiblowever they will all be will-
ing to listen to the people with the power to keep thenfficeo That'sUS!

We would like you to write to your MP, point out the wohnlat the IWA has done
nationally, that we have done locally, the PetenbgihoRally in 93, and more recently
the St lves Rally. Remind them of the benefitaafing boats on the rivers, the jobs
supported, the monies generated by tourists and hirers assWedal boaters. We can
supply to you a briefing note for MPs, prepared by Headegsaeimphasising our con-
cerns.

You can Email them directly, go to a site calledte to them.com’and it will allow
you to identify your MP and by following the links email th@s well. For non com-
puter people the Library will give you your MP’s name adduse of Commons’ as an
address will find them.

This is important, very important, and the more ohas write the greater the chance
that someone will pick this up and use it as opportunityet themselves noticed in
Parliament. Please don't leave this to the mythieatrfyone else’.

It was also decided that IWA would hold National Beaitests next May Bank Holi-
day, ideal for us as this is when we traditionally holdRill Fen Do. Although nothing
has yet been finalised with regard to Bill Fen, just imaghe publicity we could get
from 10-20-30+ boats all in the basin, draped in SOS banndrgasters.
| repeat, this is serious. Please do it now!

)* *
Subsequent to my writing this we have discovered plans bgr@ment to sell off
BW'’s asset base and pocket the money. This will IBMeapproximately £45M a
year worse off on top of the planned cuts already repofbis underlines the impor-
tance of SOS and the effect of this should also be poinite gour MP.



Elsewhere in this issue Alastair has explained what hagpghen he and John Revell
tried to navigate through the Old Bedford Sluice and albedgXd Bedford in Septem-
ber. This [non] event was one of the topics on the agattitee October meeting of the
Agency Regional Navigation Group [RNG]. To have a sudokssuise along this
route it is necessary for 4 elements to have beeressietl namely; 1) the Old Bedford
approach channel must be of adequate depth, 2) the Sluice mlisBine bed level
of the Old Bedford must be suitable and finally, 4) theeissiuweed in the Old Bed-
ford must have been resolved. On this occasion eksmieend 3 at least were absent —
hence the failure of the cruise. The Agency did naillehge the facts and offered its
apologies. On a more positive note it is proposed im#w future to put together a
committee which will include not just the IWA and theavigation Department but
other departments of the Agency to try to come up wisiolation which will enable
the cruises along this route in 2010 and subsequentlyttouige-free.

The news about this lock given at the meeting was muck puasitive than has been
the case for some time. Andy Bennison, one of thagdtien Department engineers,
reported that he was that day going to present to the AgeRegject Approval Board
a business case for the repair of the lock with a wethe work being carried out dur-
ing the 2010/11 financial year so that the lock would tmpered by the 2011/12
“cruising season”. As many of you will know various @aare being drawn up to ex-
cavate gravel near the southern end of the Old Bedéarstern end of the Forty Foot
and it is hoped in the longer term to use the resultolgshin the ground for flood de-
fence and habitat creation schemes. It is also hibpédhey may be available for navi-
gation projects. With all this in mind the plan for bek is to carry out repairs which
would enable safe operation for a 15-20 year term. Thiddmgive the Agency the
opportunity in the meantime to establish how, iflatthe excavations might be used to
assist navigation in the area.

" # 1 $%E&WE&& # ( # " #
| wrote at length about this issue in the Autumn HerewBinére were some interest-
ing developments at the RNG meeting.
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A decision has been taken that for 2010/11 Agency navigatiogehahould be in-
creased by 3.3%. Such an increase, | am sure, will berggnwelcomed. However,
the blanket imposition of such an increase across al\gfemcy regions would, as |
have previously explained, have the effect of increasingntibalance between the
fees in Anglia region and those in the Agency's otlegians to Anglia’s yet further
disadvantage.

Cont'd on Page 10...............
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This issue has come together very easily thanks teupjgort | have ( Ny,
received from the pool of contributors that is startmguild up. | am
grateful for this support. Unfortunately all the contiemot good
news and the issues of funding cuts and inadequate maio¢enfaour
local system make the news.

This is unfortunate as the waterways seem busier éer. The weak pound seems
to be boosting the British holiday industry. On our twirgys this summer we were
amazed at the traffic we encountered. We were tragdtom Braunston to Napton
on a Saturday afternoon in August just as the many héeshia that area were issuing
forth their novice crews. On this deep but twisty secttovas quite scary to be en-
countering 70ft narrowboats hurtling round blind bends witirtcrews still getting
the hang of their crafts. We eventually pulled ovemimor and calm our nerves and
were immediately clobbered by one of these projectilastkily there was no serious
damage or injury but the standard of induction sombaehire bases are giving leaves
a lot to be desired.

We went down the Southern Oxford and queued at Somedep Lock for nearly
four hours with seven boats waiting above and belovottle To top it all it started to
rain but such is the spirit of the waterways that coratenss with other crews soon
sprang up and in a perverse way it was quite enjoyable.gaVe the chap on the hire
boat in front of us the full budget implications of runnirauy own boat and he was
very interested. | would like to think there was anott@rvert made to owner boat-
ing!

Perhaps we should support our home waters where teing$d be a bit quieter. On
the subject of quiet waters we made our first visit teetry this summer. We have
made the 180° turn at Hawkesbury Junction many times arayalshied away from
making the trip down the arm to the city which gives tanal its name. We found the
trip very interesting. Despite the urban environmeetahm is well maintained and
there was not a single visit to the weed hatch. steeery is certainly not pretty but it
was this urban industrial backdrop that gave the canats#zeson to be. The basin at
the end of the arm has been tastefully renovated avitfix of commercial and busi-
ness outlets and provides pleasant moorings within ealyng distance of the shops
and the famous cathedral. Being a child in the 1960&snember the new building
being opened alongside the ruins of the old but this ifirtetime | have visited the
city. All in all we found it an interesting diversiorofn the main through route and
well worth setting the time aside if you are passimg way.

Another year draws to a close and it leavesawégh you all a
happy Christmas and lets hope things look better in 2010.
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Imray.

The complete
guide to the
River Nene

S from local

bookshops, boatyards and
Imrays
Tel 01480 462114

Map 'of the

River Nene

A guide for river users

Northampton to Peterborough (Dog=n-a-Doutiel Lockl
including the Grand Union Canal {Mortham pton Arm)

Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson m

For those who like to surf the web here are details of some of
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the websites covering our neighbouring waterway societies and

organisations.

. Ipswich Branch:
Chelmer Canal Trust:
River Gippping Trust:

Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway:

River Stour Trust:
Sleaford Navigation Trust:
North Walsham & Dilham Canal:

Grantham Canal:
Cambridge Branch:
GOBA:

www.ipswich-iwa.co.uk
www.chelmercanaltrust.co.uk
www.rivergippingtrust.org.uk
b-mkwaterway.co.uk
www.riverstourtrust.org
www.sleafordnavigation.co.uk

www.waterways.org.uk/
PricipalNavigations/
NorthWalshambDilhamCanalUn
der Restoration

www.granthamcanal.com
www.iwa-cambridge.org.uk
www.goba.org.uk







Staffurths Bridge, March, Cambs PE15 OYP Tel: 01354 677302
Remi - your host

A family owned park in the heatt of Fenland,
adjacent The Id ene
Facilities: ALL BOATERS ELC E

River Bank Pitches with electric hook-ups / Chemical disposal
Calor Gas / Heated shower block / Slipway
Licensed Clubhouse - Sunday Lunches £7.25

Overnight Moorings with hook-up
Fishing Marina Moorings Available

Holiday Lodges for sale

overlooking the Marina.
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16 Dec 2009  Christmas Social
20 Jan 2010 Tales of a Salt Water Sailor

17 Feb 2010  Environment Agency Annual Report
Irven Forbes, Waterway Manager, Anglian Region

17 Mar 2010 AGM - with address by Region Chairman

21 Apr 2010  Peter Carter—Eel Catcher

[

All meetings held at the Peterborough & District Indoor Bowls Centre,
Burton Street, Peterborough PE1 5HA commencing at 7.30pm
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Mill Drove, Ramsey
Cambs. PE26 2RD
A Tel: 01487 813621

m billfenmarina@tiscali.co.uk
‘ www.billfenmarina.com
L
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BARNWELL ROAD, OUNDLE, PETERBOROUGH PES8 5PA
Tel/Fax 01832 272762 email: marina@fairline.com
BROKERAGLE CIHANDLERY
Contact us for a list of used boats currently

for sale

SERVICES & FACILITIES

Craneage, Slipway, Fuel, Repairs, Boat Covers,

Transport, Servicing, Toilets, Showers,
BSS Certificates
Moorings up to 19 metres
Diesel & Calor Gas

Insurance

E 6 S EL
CL SE D ES S Stockist of

Exit J13 off A14 follow A605 to Oundle, Bainbridge, Aquafax, Blakes

Entrance through Fairline Boats Paint, International Paint

S. ROBB & SON
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Contact Ray Whitby

Tel: (01480) 462150
Fax: (01480) 493309

E-mail: ray.whitby@onetel.net
Web:www.srobb.co.uk
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We spent Christmas 25 years ago on the Middle Level andogimd3 Day we
moored at Benwick. It had been a dark, misty day and ingpdry a disused
cemetery chapel was not one of my better ideas. Theekhalls were leaning alarm-
ingly and some of the headstones of the graves weverw different angles. The
whole atmosphere was a little spooky.

That evening we set off for the pub along a dark and éeserain street. As we
neared the pub the whole atmosphere changed. Therdigteseeverywhere, the main
bar was completely full and heaving, a live band wagip§ and everyone was enjoy-
ing themselves. There was slightly more room in thekbbar and we managed to
squeeze into a space next to a juke box playing very diffenasic chosen by all the
young people around. But they tolerated us and we haddtigoe.

It seemed to be even darker as we returned tbahie One of the crew pointed his
camera vaguely towards the dilapidated chapel and took oriegpaech with a flash
gun. When the film was developed some weeks later-gitaldcameras then and in
black and white only - there was a shadow with a stravegg, white object in the
photograph. Perhaps it was just mist.

S ]

Our speaker for the October meeting was Ivan Cane wh® ga interesting talk
on the Dilham & North Walsham Canal. This little kmocanal was opened in
1826 as a canalisation of the River Ant, running for 9 snifem Antingham, near
North Walsham through 6 locks to the Smallburgh River Wéayford Bridge.

The original purpose of the canal was to transpaeitlmat this was soon replaced by
flour, timber, cattle cake and animal feeds in gendratLl923 the canal saw 2300 tons
transported. A feature of the canal’s history is fretjghanges in ownership and only
recently the top section has been bought by the Oldl@aompany who is currently
undertaking significant restoration work, particularly ook structures.

In 1886, the new owner, Edward Press, introduced a sctemmcourage tourist
traffic to the canal. This pleasure boat aspect giasn a high priority in later sales
documents for the canal. In 1921, the canal was resthee timcal millers, EG Cubitt
and G Walker who set up the North Walsham Canal Compaoyre&rhain as owners
of sections of the canal today. In 1927 the canal wastdedabove Swafield and
part sold to a local farmer 1948. In 1981 the length frommidgrLock to the junction
was also sold to a local landowner but this lengthrstihains navigable to light craft.

The last motor wherry traffic sailed in 1934 but theal remains in water up to Spa
Common, passing through 3 gateless locks and under 5 betigegving navigable
headroom. From Spa Common to Swafield the canal bedding Bacton Wood
Lock is dry. The East Anglian Waterways Associatia@ifs is to have the canal re-
stored to navigation for small cruisers by 2025 and has bekling work parties on
the Canal since 2000. Volunteers are always welcombe second and fourth Sun-
days of each month.
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This point is acknowledged and it was indicated thabpgsal to introduce a differen-
tial increase across the regions is to go to the Agemlirectors’ meeting in Novem-
ber.
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As to Harmonisation, DEFRA appears at last to haveewalp to the fact that if there

was harmonisation of the BW/EA charging/ registratiosteys this could save

money. BW and the Agency have been asked to liaisgetassat can be achieved. The
Agency is not however proposing to be diverted: whileilit co-operate in that exer-

cise it still intends to develop alongside that initiatits own internal harmonisation
plans as previously outlined by me.
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he Branch’s earlier attempt on the doors was thwastethe non operation of

Salters Lode lock, but undeterred and after consultatidm tv¢¢ EA we had a
second go over the weekend of"Z5" September. In the end there were 2 boats
willing and able to make the assa@tjve Emilyand ourselves oHillpenny.

On the Thursday ( 2 | visited Salters on my way home and was greatlperaged
to find a dredger actually working in the approach chanpeio the doors, whilst a
digger was scooping from the bank.

| rang Paul, the lock keeper on the Friday morning tdircorthe time for Saturday’s
attempt and was very pleasantly surprised to be told mgtveas Olive Emilythere,
but had in fact managed the channel and was safely endcontiee Old Bedford
itself. | was able to speak with John, who said he hathged it with assistance from
the dredger, but he was OK and would waitHidipennyon Saturday before going up
the Old Bedford, hopefully all the way to Welches Dagether.

We left Marmont early on Saturday morning and afteuaeventful cruise arrived at
Salters about 9.30am. Paul wanted to put us out into treesiagght away and so we
locked through, my first intimation that all might not Wwell came as we had to be
flushed out of the lock channel just to reach the main.ritdud, mud and more mud
was pretty much all that was visible, however at a desd awl we nosed into the
entrance of the channel, and promptly ran aground!

John Revell was able to offer some advice from thé,bemd after some manoeuvring
we were able to back off and try again, watched by $eerabled multitude which
included a couple of hireboaters waiting to do the angssi

Despite John’s advice and an incredibly cautious apprddigienny grounded a sec-
ond time and this time was well and truly stuck. We haglréh managed to get into
the dredged bit. By sticking our boatpole in we discoverediad a foot of water
under the bow. At this stage | had a major sense obhufailure!

Paul told us we would have to wait 90 minutes or so fotidkeeto turn so | went and
had a shower whilst time and tide did their stuff. Aswlater rose we slipped off and
were able to get back into Salters Lode and safetyhBytime the waiting hireboat
skipper was looking profoundly unhappy, although they crosséauiany problem.
As Olive Emilywas already moored in the Old Bedford John generoushenhvs on
board to see how far we could get. The answer turneid dwat about 100yds (Yards
NOT metres) before the already mudspattered Olive Emauilyup on to a mudbank in
the middle of the Old Bedford. After some nifty throttieailler work Olive Emily
was afloat and turned round. Sadly however theydcoat exit unit approx 9.30 the
following morning.



At the appointed time we assembled on the bank asdpauled the doors ar@live
Emily powered out. All went well until (you've guessed it) sae aground slap bang
in the exit from the channel into the river. Thehe stayed despite everything John
could do on board. We tried a rope from the bank to pail ihio the centre of the
channel with no luck. Nothing we could do made the sligltiéerence; the channel
simply was not deep enough at the point at which it neetitker to let us in oDlive
Emily out.

Eventually Paul spoke to someone at Denver complex whoedpthe Lock and let
water down, the flow helped but was not quite sufficieDesperate measures being
needed they opened the Little Eye sluices, the watetiyabgihurtled downstream, it
was a most impressive sight! After a few minutes Jolthsifficient depth to power
off the mud and safely into Salters Lode.

In some ways the weekend could be judged a failure, we didutoeed in getting
both boats in, could not cruise anywhere with the one thad did get in and then
couldn’t get John out easily. However it did settle absbluwtny possible claim by the
EA that the channel and Old Bedford are navigable. Clélaely are not, despite the
efforts of an awful lot of people to try.

Thanks are due to John and his wife for giving up their westked the work involved
in cleaning the mud ofdlive Emilyand to both Nigel and Paul for their support.

Rest assured that the Peterborough Branch will ndtikethiatter rest, some things are
already being done at “Higher Level” and | have alreadydee that the Easter Cruise
2010 will go to Horseways Lock for an official IWA Proté&tuise (details to follow)
with as much publicity as we can generate.

Elsewhere in théderewardthere are details of a National protest against eouith,
details of how you can contact your MP to support the fagatinst these cuts, but
there is no reason why you shouldn’t demand their hedp elches & the Old Bed-
ford as well. After all most MP’s probably understdhat currently they are both un-
popular and shortly to face an election, just the sothioking needed to encourage
cooperation!

Alastair Chambers
Chairman Peterborough IWA

6 # 7 John Revell provides the cover photo for this issuentéioen his

boat passing the Brinks on the tidal section of theeNkerough Wisbech. John
stresses this is not a voyage to be undertaken by theeinenced and venturing on the
tidal section of the river needs experience and capidmhing. There has been talk of
a barrage below Wisbech which would remove the tidalente through the town but
there are environmental issues which have raised amjedti certain quarters.
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t is hard to believe that another busy summer boatingsdes passed and that our

winter works programme has started. This year full stratisurveys, maintenance
and repair of the following locks is planned. As usual,aberlapping dates allow for
the “unexpected” and bad weather/river conditions. Thingsctenge, so if you are
thinking of travelling, please keep in touch with your loBiber Inspector as these
works progress.

Lock Closed From Closed To
Billing 2 Nov 2009 29 Nov 2009
Clifford Hill 10 Nov 2009 12 Nov 2009
Lilford 16 Nov 2009 24 Dec 2009
Wansford 4 Jan 2010 31 Jan 2010
Orton 18 Jan 2010 21 Feb 2010
Water Newton 8 Feb 2010 14 Mar 2010
Warmington 1 Mar 2010 1 Apr 2010

| am really pleased to confirm that we have full fundiogthe creation of a marina at
Becket's Park Northampton. Planning permission has beeredgpti, a series of pub-

lic consultations have been held, and we aim to stadtouction in January 2010. We
are already receiving a steady number of enquiries fraplg@énterested in mooring

their boat in the new marina. Due to the way in WHimding is allocated, it is highly

likely that a number of moorings, permanent and visitol, be available to use in

summer 2010. The site will be secured, although thefése marina will not be com-

pleted until spring/summer 2011. We will be providing the @mnJAmbulance boat

with a mooring, so that their volunteers can continué wieir good work in the local

community, safe in the knowledge that they have a pemaneoring in Northamp-

ton.

An update on the navigation sanitary station at Rushden & d@ids currently only
the waterpoint, pumpout and showers within the sports ralaaailable for your use.
The site trustees have advised me that they are reluotaeopen the elsan disposal
and rubbish collection points because (a) the elsarnirig k&t in a filthy state by some
people, and (b) they have CCTV evidence of some botkirgy their household and
garden rubbish, even oil and batteries, there by cathoifi doubt, this will be a few
people spoiling things for the majority but the trusteegehesked me to remind all
boaters that the site is run by volunteers, that suchvimeiras not in the spirit of these
facilities, and there is a household waste and reaydite less than three miles away.



Brian W. Smith
Marine Surveyor, «

\

Pre-Purchase Surveys
Valuations—Insurance Surveys
CE Compliance for Home Builds

Boat Safety Examinations Contact Brian on:
Tel: 01354 680341
Mobile: 07887 781649
E-mail:
smith.marine@btinternet.com

Engine Evaluation & Condition
Ultra-sound
Osmosis Assessment

Gas System Surveys

Member of the Association of Boat Safety ExamingEas Safe Reg. YDSA

We are in talks with the site trustees over the futtitbese facilities and | hope to be
able to bring you more positive news next time.

We have been given a small supply of BW keys that aréede® operate the water
conservation locks on the lower stretch of the Norgbtam Arm. You can purchase
one direct from Nene River Inspector Andy Hall. Andy de contacted on tel. no.
07760 422263.

We have recently commissioned consultants to carryeaview of all Nene landing
stages and to seek out suitable locations for safetyings. This information will
then be used to develop a program of prioritised impromémverks along our navi-
gation. A number of workshops are planned with landowimetsng them to learn
about our plans for improving the navigation and to make theare of joint funding
opportunities.

Speeding jetskis and speedboats have become a persissantce in the centre of
Peterborough this summer despite our and the policaesteto control their activi-
ties. Consequently we have had to lock off the slipaalotters Way Car Park to
prevent them from accessing the river. We are dortyave had to do this; anyone
with a legitimate wish to access the river at thispoan contact us to make arrange-
ments to be let on and off the river, whilst we manihe effectiveness of this action.



Situated in the centre of the Link oute

Boatbuilding - Boat ire- Bottom Blacking

Full arina Facilities
10, arina rive, arch, ambs, PE150
Tel 01354 652770
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CHAIRMAN: Alastair Chambers
52 Hereward Way, Deeping St James, Peterborough PE6 8QB
Tel: 01778 344438  e-mail: alastair.boater@virgin.net

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN & SALES OFFICER: Graham Baughn
PO Box 15, 10 Marina Drive, March, Cambs PE15 0AU
Tel: 07793 469602  e-mail: w.baughn@tesco.net

SECRETARY: Nigel Long
7 Georgian Court, Peterborough PE3 6AF
Tel: 01733 553782  e-mail: nhlong@supanet.com

TREASURER: Michael Slaughter
45 Elstone, Orton Waterville, Peterborough PE2 5JZ
Tel: 01733 390598 e-mail: m.slaughter45@ntlworld.com

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Carole Chambers
52 Hereward Way, Deeping St James, Peterborough PE6 8QB
Tel: 01778 344438  e-mail: alastair.boater@virgin.net

EDITOR: Philip Halstead, 20 Cane Avenue, Peterborough PE2 9QT
Tel: 01733 348500 e-mail: pp@halstead5.orangehome.co.uk

John Dudley, 1 Bellmans Road, Whittlesey, Peterborough PE7 1TY
Tel: 01733 202581

Roger Mungham
Boatmans Cottage, Workhouse Lane, Upwell, Wisbech PE14 9ET
Tel: 01945 773002  e-mail: rogerboatmans@talktalk.net

David Biggs, Evelines, 85 High Street, Chatteris PE16 6MP
Tel: 01354 696956 e mail: evelines85@hotmail.co.uk

Roger Sexton, 2 Shaw Drive, March, Cambridgeshire PE15 9TB
Tel: 01354 652329

David Venn, Bruffs Lodge, High Street, Nordelph,
Downham Market PE38 OBL
Tel: 01366 324102 e-mail:davidgvenn@tiscali.co.uk

Richard Fairman, The Old Railway House, Cowbit,
Spalding, Lincs PE12 0XD
Tel: 01406 380575



On page 11 Alastair
Chambers describes
the ill fated attempt
on the Old Bedford
made in September.
These views show
his boat stuck on the
mud at the
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John Revell managed to
get through the Tidal
Doors and the view of
the channel above is
taken from his boat.

On the right Alastair

steers his boat through
Salters Lode Lock with
John Revell looking on.







