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The Association of Nene River Clubs

NBC     MNCC    OCC    EBC    PCC    PYC    MLWC

Meeting on Friday 20th November 2009 at Titchmarsh starting 8pm

Members Attending

John Brown – J.B. - (A.N.R.C. Captain), 

Jenny Sullivan – J.S. - (A.N.R.C Vice Captain), 

Ron Smith – R.S. - (A.N.R.C. Secretary),

Karen Scrivener – K.S. – (A.N.R.C. Minutes Secretary),

Ralph Sullivan – R.A.S. - (O.C.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep), 

Charlie Carlton – C.C. - (P.C.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep),                                                                                  

Alison Loasby – A.L. – (M.N.C.C. Rep),

Martin Smith – M.S. – (A.N.R.C. Navigation Advisor),

Jeff Walters – J.W. – (M.L.W.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep),

Alan Cook – A.C. – (M.L.W.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep),

Phil Green – P.G. – (M.N.C.C. Vice Commodore & Acting A.N.R.C. Rep),

David Higgins – D.H. – (M.N.C.C. Commodore & A.N.R.C. Guest)

Apologies for Absence

Gerry Skipper Byer – G.S.B. – (M.N.C.C. Rep)                         

Minutes of Last Meeting (Friday 2nd November 2009)

J.B. asked the floor if there were any inaccuracies with the minutes from the last meeting on Friday 2nd October 2009.  A.C. was not present at the last meeting.  J.C. had mentioned the Peterborough Festival, and that £150 was donated by the A.N.R.C.  J.B. suggested removing ‘notified a special meeting’.  

Proposer: R.A.S.

Seconder: J.S.  

Matters Arising

No matters arising

Captain’s Report

J.B. advised the meeting that he had attended the regional Task Group Meeting which R.S. will explain in his report.

Vice Captain’s Report

J.S. had approached all A.N.R.C. Committee Members by email suggesting that a letter be sent to Isobel Smyth, N.B.C. Commodore, as a Committee supporting J.B. as the Captain of the A.N.R.C.  This letter was sent, and J.S. read the letter out to the meeting and soon after J.S. was receiving strange emails which J.S. says that they were possibly not intended to be sent to her.  J.S. then received a letter from N.B.C. dated 28th November 2009, written on behalf of Isobel (N.B.C. Commodore), the Committee and the members, thanking J.S. for her letter dated 11th November 2009, which was also read out to the meeting.  This letter was being slightly economical with the truth, regarding the statement from the meeting at N.B.C. ousting J.B. out as a Trustee.

J.S. had also received five letters from individual A.N.R.C. members, explaining what happened at the meeting at N.B.C. to oust J.B. as a Trustee was disgusting.  It was suggested that the Committee and the members seem to be following notes and observations of two particular members of the Committee, instead of the minutes passed as a true record of the A.N.R.C. meeting.

P.G. asked how long has this issue been going on?  J.B. replied that this has been going on since the production of the plaque.  P.G. mentioned that he had been following the problems for a while, and that the Brain of the Nene is coming up soon.  He suggested that the A.N.R.C. have got three choices, to either forget it all, apologise, or to vote N.B.C. out of the A.N.R.C.  The whole meeting stated that the Association had already apologised twice in letters sent to N.B.C.  

M.S. proposed that N.B.C. receive a 3 month suspension from the A.N.R.C. and to withdraw from the 2011 Rally, for publishing un-passed A.N.R.C. minutes and ignoring any directives, two A.N.R.C. rules which have been broken.  The vote for the proposal was put to the floor and was not agreed.  The proposal was withdrawn.

C.C. mentioned that in the last minutes, dated 2nd October 2009, the A.N.R.C. had closed the matter, and that N.B.C. may possibly still have a personal issue with J.B.  P.G. suggested keeping N.B.C. out of the minutes.

R.S. reiterated that although he is the A.N.R.C. Secretary, writing letters is not part of his remit.  P.G. proposed closure on this issue for this meeting, and not to enter into any correspondence with N.B.C., other than sending A.N.R.C. Minutes, including no reply to any emails until the next meeting, Friday 15th January 2009.

Proposer: P.G.


Seconder: A.C.

P.G. also suggested that the Minutes be constructed to show that the A.N.R.C. have closure on this matter.  A.L. repeated what was said in October regarding closure of this matter.

J.S. mentioned to the meeting that Sue Cant always puts in a good report in the Endeavour, and J.S. finds out more from her report that anywhere else, and could it be a possible suggestion if Sue Cant was to pass her reports onto the A.N.R.C.?  These reports include planning of full structural surveys on several locks, information regarding Becketts Park Marina, and also Nene Landing Stages.  R.S. will contact Sue Cant to put the suggestion to her.  J.S. informed the meeting that this would mean there will be a bigger usage of the Northampton Arm, which leads to a concern about the upkeep and increased maintenance of the Northampton Arm.

Secretary’s Report

R.S. suggested a quick run through the Navigation Task Group Meeting, at which Adrian Cleave also attended.  Canoe Portages were being reviewed and/or moved due to the possibility of being hidden when the river is up.  

Rushmills Boats are currently being chased for boat licences that are outstanding.  They would need to attend court to get their licence back, and should no payment be forthcoming, then boats will be crushed, and court fines would have to be paid.  There are currently 24 in question that are ongoing, all at various stages of procedures.

According to the Waterworks Programme there has been Emergency Closure Notices issued including The Dog & Doublet.

R.S. also mentioned that information had been posted through his letterbox advertising ‘Tea by the Sea’, which was being advertised by Sail 4 Cancer.

R.S. also attended the Regional Navigation Group Meeting on 27th October 2009, in which there were some fair discussions.  The first comments were about canoes and licences, to which the British Canoe Union stated that canoes do not need a licence if they are a member of the Union.

There are still small patches of Penny Wort on the river Nene.  The Penny Wort plant is sprayed with a chemical which sticks to the leaves, and once the plant leaves turn black it is then removed.   Currently there is work underway in Oundle, Earls Barton and Ashton to eradicate this problem.  A.C. informed the meeting that there has been £50,000 spent so far to eradicate this problem.  The Transport and Works Act now come to a grinding halt.

The Waterways Navigation Group have employed new people to the team to help sell themselves, which is working to a certain degree.

At the Black Sluice it now costs £8.00 to go through the mill, mainly supported by private funding, and also there is an attempt to get funding to put in a gate towards the bottom of the lock.

There is to be increase in the Navigation Charges 2010 of 3.3%, which will possibly held for 2 years, all dependant on inflation, but there will be a reduction from what has already been paid in the past, and have been successful raising finances from elsewhere.

With regards to the Capital Works Update, they are currently attempting to find out where all the funds have gone.  

With the Northampton Vision, there has been £40,000 spent on the first stage, which was the feasibility test, but the rest of the funding is still in place to do the rest of the work.

At Bedford the silt is bad, and the plan is spend just enough money to do Welch’s Lock so that it is useable, this is all to do with the Cathedral Link.  To flush the silt, which has been done in the past, pushes the problem from one area to another.  Another idea is to dredge, but there is a need to establish what is in the silt.

With regards to Welch’s Dam Lock, information has been received from Andy Bennison about work to be undertaken for the year 2010 to 2011.

There is currently an increase in boats using the river, up by 985 boats, making the revenue of £52,000

According to the Enforcement Agency, up until 7th October 2009, there are 193 boats to be issued tickets, with a revenue of £62,000.  There are also 177 first time warnings outstanding, and 67 final warnings.  There has been currently £24,000 recovered, which 41% eventually pay up in the end.  There is currently still 114 that have still not yet paid, 16 of which are still waiting for their Boat Safety Certificate.  At this moment in time there has been 1 successful prosecution.  Initially a standard legal action is issued which, if left to go to court, incurs a £100.00 fine and £55.00 court costs.

Treasurer’s Report

No J.C.

Brain of the Nene

It was suggested that the time to begin the Brain of the Nene on 23rd of January 2010 could be changed to 7.30pm.

A.N.R.C. Rally

J.W. informs the meeting that plans for the Rally 2010 is going well, and that most things are already organised.  The theme for this year is going to be the ‘Roaring 20’s’.  The entertainment has already been booked.  Attending clubs will provide their own decorated boats, the raffle tickets are arriving the next week, which they will be sending onto the other clubs, these tickets will be brought to the next A.N.R.C. meeting on Friday 15th January 2010.  The club does not have a bar.  J.B. suggested possibly that other clubs could donate a good prize, worth no more than £20.00.  J.W. advised that the raffle prizes are to be:

1st Prize

Flat Screen Television

2nd Prize
12 Bottles of Wine

3rd Prize
Luggage Set

J.B. asked about the town moorings, to which J.W. replied that they have the town moorings and also the funding for more moorings on the park.  There will be plenty of moorings available.   

Navigation Updates

M.S. advised that there are currently no updates, but asked the question if there was anymore information about the sandbar?  Has the trees at Ashton been pruned back?  R.A.S. replied that they were currently working their way down.

R.S. brought up the low pedestrian bridge at Thrapston by the mill, to which the reply was that this was being looked at but the problem was with the ownership of the bridge.  This is an issue that has been raised before.  If the bridge was to be replaced then it would have to comply with accessibility rights, i.e. disabilities etc.  The same problem still arises if the bridge was to be raised.

AOB

R.A.S. asked the meeting if there were any problems putting information on the website?  J.B. replied that sometimes it can take a while, mostly can take up to a few days.

R.S. asked if Rushden and Diamonds are still having problems with rubbish disposal, to which the reply was this has now stopped.  CCTV had showed people dumping boat and car batteries off, and that they are negotiating to get the facilities back.  R.S. stated that there is currently only the pump-out and water available.

C.C. mentioned that the Treasurer still had not received the donation from the EA.  J.B. replied that J.C. should have received the donation by now, which is normally £300.00, but will contact Sue Cant.

P.G. asked if the A.N.R.C. had a large membership from M.N.C.C. and what the finances were, to which J.B. replied that it was not good, around 260 members, with £5 for subs and £5.00 for a burgee but is still progressing.  P.G. asked what were we doing to sell the A.N.R.C. membership?  Have the A.N.R.C. considered looking at handbooks, or getting sponsorship, which could possibly lead to discounts at marinas, etc.?  J.B. said that the A.N.R.C. has had magazines before, but the problem is who would have time?  It was suggested that A.L. to begin promoting the A.N.R.C.

J.S. asked if anyone had heard anymore from Bramwell?  J.B. replied that nothing had been received.

It was also asked if the A.N.R.C Dinner and Dance could start at 7.30pm instead of 8pm, the venue still yet to be confirmed.  P.G. had proposed that at the last M.N.C.C. meeting to purchase a Marquee to hold 5 events, to be available up until 26th September that will hold an event such as the Commodore’s evening, which is currently held at a local hotel, with the possibility of hiring the Marquee out.  J.B. mentioned that the A.N.R.C. would then need outside caterers.  C.C. stated that the Dinner and Dance was originally set up to close down the season, and to give members a reason to dress up.  R.S. suggested that the Dinner and Dance could be brought forward by a couple of weeks if the A.N.R.C. were to hire the Marquee from M.N.C.C.

It was also suggested that the A.N.R.C. meeting planned for Friday 8th January 2010 be put back to Friday 15th January 2010 due to a clash in meetings. 

AGM 2010

It was suggested and agreed that J.S. complete the minutes for the AGM 2010, J.S. is to send out information to all the individual members.  J.S. also asked if it could be a possibility that individual members provide their personal email addresses to post information out to, as this would save time, money, and posting.  It would also be advantage for those members who do not belong to a particular club.  J.B. replied that this could be a suggestion to these members.

Meeting concluded 10.10pm
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