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The Association of Nene River Clubs

NBC     MNCC    OCC    EBC    PCC    PYC    MLWC

Meeting on Friday 12th March 2010 at Titchmarsh starting 8pm

Members Attending

John Brown – J.B. - (A.N.R.C. Captain), 

Jenny Sullivan – J.S. - (A.N.R.C Vice Captain), 

Ron Smith – R.S. - (A.N.R.C. Secretary),

John Crisp – P.Y.C. (A.N.R.C. Treasurer),

Martin Smith – M.S. – (A.N.R.C. Navigation Advisor),

Karen Scrivener – K.S. – (A.N.R.C. Minutes Secretary),

Ralph Sullivan – R.A.S. - (O.C.C. Rep),                                                                                

Charlie Carlton – C.C. – (P.C.C. Rep),

Alan Cook – A.C. – (M.L.W.C. Rep),

Phil Green – P.G. – (M.N.C.C. Acting A.N.R.C. Rep),

Dave Shipton – D.S. – (P.Y.C. Rep),

Dave Cussell – D.C. – (P.Y.C. Rep),

Jeff Walters – J.W. - (M.L.W.C. Rep),

Dan Jones – D.J. – (B.B.C. Rep),

Alan Buckle – A.B. – (B.B.C. Rep)

Apologies for Absence

Gerry Skipper Byer – G.S.B. – (M.N.C.C. Rep),                        

Alison Loasby – A.L. – (M.N.C.C. Rep)

Minutes of Last Meeting (Friday 20th November 2009)

J.B. asked the meeting if everyone had received and read the minutes from the previous meeting, which took place on Friday 15th January 2010, which all agreed.  J.B. mentioned that P.G. had not yet received a copy which was to be forwarded on as soon as possible.  The meeting agreed that the minutes were a true and accurate account.

Proposer: R.A.S.


Seconded: A.C.

Matters Arising

J.B. asked if everyone wanted a copy of the Calendar Dates for hosting the ANRC Rally for their clubs, to which all agreed.  Copies were then handed out.

Captain’s Report

J.B. began by stating that the past few weeks have been very hectic, attending three meetings.  J.B. and R.S., along with Adrian Cleaves, attended the Midland Regional Waterways 2009 – 2014 meeting.  This is a project to encourage all who have an interest in water related sports such as canoers, and recreational interests such as ramblers, etc.  Currently, boaters are ranked 4th on the pecking order list.  The minutes from the meeting is still yet to be received, but once they have been received the minutes will be forwarded on.  D.J. stated that this seemed to be more of an academic exercise, that it was too wide ranging and not entirely focussed on the rivers, and was more of a commercial exploitation.  J.B. stated that if more people are encouraged onto the river in this way, the more it will encourage undesirables who have no respect for the rivers, and destroying natural habitat.

J.S. mentioned that this is coming from the DEFRA document, the Government Initiative, Waterways for Everyone.  J.C. stated this would need ‘Champagne Money’ to implement.  J.S. said yes that funding was an issue, and they are looking at the way that the National Trust is funded by donations.  J.B. said that he would like to see the rivers develop, what was happening with Becketts Park?  A.C. replied that it was on the recent news, and the project was being pulled apart.  R.S. stated that the funding is in place, the EA had the initial part funding with the rest funded by local councils.

J.B. and R.S. had a different meeting on 13th March 2010, about the River Nene Stages.  Instead of being a usual informative meeting, visitors were asked about information about moorings, i.e. length and position of moorings.  The Canoe stages will not be moved, and will stay at the end of landing stages.  The floating stage at Lilford Lock was brought up as an issue, as if narrow boats moor together, other boats cannot get out of the lock.  They have been asked to reposition the stages at an angle, to which this was agreed and will forward on proposals.  R.S. mentioned that this meeting was at Atkins, who had Navigation Surveyors attending, who wanted to know of any problem stages.  It was mentioned at this meeting that primarily Perio, Lower Wellingborough, etc will be dealt with mainly, but will look at altering their strategy but all depending on the budget, as extra money is not there.  J.B. had suggested changing the decking from wooden to the plastic non-slip, to which the reply was that there is money already allocated for this.

Vice Captain’s Report

The AWCC has arranged a social day on the St John’s Ambulance annual trip boat, which is to take place on Saturday 24th April 2010.  The trip will begin at 10am until 3pm, with a charge of £5 a head.  There are currently 23 people booked so far, with a maximum of 35.  J.S. offers an open invitation to the committee and members to come along.  Clive Rowlands has offered to do a buffet on the boat, with the costs being reimbursed afterwards.  The AWCC is to add the Oundle Funds to this.

Dan Reid, the trip organiser, is to row from Northampton to Dog and Doublet to raise funds by donations, with the main aim to take the elderly and the disabled for day trips, which they do not charge for this service.  He currently is waiting for more favourable conditions, and is waiting for donations.  Dan also wanted to know the clubs along this stretch of the river.

J.B. reiterated the £25 donation from the ANRC.

Proposed: J.B.


Seconded: D.C.

This will be a joint venture between the ANRC and the AWCC.

The East Northamptonshire Transit Strategy is a document, with a view of promoting tourism, including the waterways, beginning 2010 to 2015.  The EA has been invited to provide facilities, with the aim to involve the clubs along the river and to include local councils to fund.

J.S. mentioned that the 2 boats that have been moored for quite some time at 9 Arches overnight mooring, and are still there.  1 arrived before Christmas and the other one after Christmas.  J.S. has established that the Inspector system has now reverted back to the 2 inspector system.  Roy Smith covers from Peterborough to Wansford, and Andy Hall covers from Northampton to Ringstead.  J.S. had emailed Ron Smith, with the reply read to the meeting.  According to the reply, Ron states that there is only a small amount of overnight moorings available, and that it was a shame that some boaters abuse them.

J.S. had emailed Sue Can to obtain up to date information on the moorings that the ANRC are enquiring about.  At present J.S. has not received a reply.  J.B. said he also was trying to chase this information, and was told that they had land maps, but when J.B. asked if the ANRC could have copies, J.B. was told that the ANRC could not have them due to the Data Protection Act.

J.B. then apologises for the ANRC rudeness but the meeting had not introduced themselves to the 2 new members that was attending the meeting, D.J. and A.B. from Barnwell Boat Club.  The members then began to introduce themselves, and then J.B. displayed the Pennant design and showed that a copy of Barnwell’s Rules and Constitution had been supplied.  D.J. was asked how many boats they had and if they had a clubhouse.  D.J. replied that they had 20 boats, and there is no clubhouse at present.

Secretary’s Report

R.S. attended the Regional Navigational Group Meeting on 3rd February 2010.  The RGN still do not have the help line in place to report any sightings of Pennywort.  

It is very hopeful that the Transport and Works Act will go through.

DEFRA has cut aid again, within the Anglian Region.  These cuts have been internal savings, with losses of £476,000, with no replacements for people who have left or moved.  They are trying to encourage more people into canoeing and rowing, as fees are minimal.  There are plans to make the River Patrol Boats more noticeable, and to press licensing enforcement more.

The Nene Task Group Meeting is due mid-April, and if anyone has questions or issues to raise at the meeting, could you please notify Adrian Cleave or R.S.

At present the Irwin and Forbes Maps are still missing.

Treasurer’s Report

J.C. announced that all subscriptions are now in, and has also received some subscriptions from individual members.  R.S. mentioned that the subscriptions from Elton Boat Club are still to be paid, but there will be no-one at the club until their AGM on Sunday 21st March 2010.  

Brain of the Nene 2010

J.B. thanked M.N.C.C. for hosting the Brain of the Nene, it had been an excellent night with a new winner, Elton, who had won by three points.  J.B. mentioned that this could be due to the fact that M.N.C.C.’s star member was unavailable.  R.S. mentioned that the Trophy has already been put out on display.  Next year, 2011, it will now be held at a different club, but as Elton does not have a clubhouse it will be held at Warmington Working Men’s Club.  J.B. asked D.C. and D.S. why P.Y.C. were not able to attend, to which D.C. replied that they were unable to raise a team.  D.S. also mentioned that he had sent an email to G.S.B. on Wednesday 21st January 2010 stating that P.Y.C. would not be able to attend.  J.B. replied that G.S.B. does not read emails on a daily basis.

A.C. asked J.B. and the meeting if it was a possibility to move the date for the Brain of the Nene as it always falls on Burns Night, and most clubs tend to hold a function in celebration.  J.B. replied that this could be possibility, and would consider the proposal.  

The absence of N.B.C. at the Brain of the Nene was mentioned, to which J.B. replied that according to N.B.C. minutes dated January 12th 2010, it was stated that they would not be participating in the Brain of the Nene.  Had M.N.C.C. received communication from N.B.C.?  P.G. replied that none had been received. P.G. advised the meeting that as M.N.C.C. is one of the three big clubs on the river, they try to put on appropriate accommodation.  M.N.C.C. had arranged catering of 150 rolls, and had ordered on no sale or return 2 Kegs of Real Ale, specifically for the Brain of the Nene, on the expectation of the attendance of N.B.C.

A.N.R.C. Rally MLWC 2010

J.B. asked how the preparations for the Rally at M.L.W.C. were coming along.  J.W. advised that it was progressing well.  For members who would be staying in caravans or tents, there is a map on the reverse of the mooring form which shows where caravans can be parked and tents can be pitched.  Bands have already been booked, the Zimmer Frames are booked for the Friday night, and the Mississippi Jazz Band for the Saturday evening, with Fancy Dress also on the Agenda.  Boats that are entered into the Best Illuminated and Best Decorated Boat for the Ruby Plate, are required to be static.

J.B. asked if the moorings would be ready for the Rally, to which J.W. replied that they would not, due to the delay from the Council.  J.W. advised that boats are to continue to moor near to the park, depending on the water level, as the water had risen by four feet the previous week.

A.C. updated the meeting that there will be a large Marquee erected outside the clubhouse serving food.  J.B. asked if it was a good idea for each club to donate a good prize for the Raffle, to which everyone agreed.  J.W. said that the Raffle Ticket sales have been doing really well, with lots of books completely sold, with more books on order.

It was also mentioned that talks have taken place with Anglian Float Magazine, who may attend the Rally.  A.C. has written to the EA to invite them down to the Rally but so far has not received an answer.  J.B. asked if M.L.W.C. have asked for a donation, £300, from the EA for the Rally, which they have not as of yet.

A.N.R.C. Rally 2011

J.B. began by stating that it was not surprising that N.B.C. would not be able to hold the ANRC Rally 2011 after reading the club agenda for the year, it is completely full.  For the ANRC Rally for 2011, it has been suggested previously as an idea to approach Titchmarsh to hold the Rally on their grounds but all clubs to join together to run it.  This has been suggested before, but the concern would be the clean up after, a concern raised by P.G.  

P.G. advised that there has been an extension on their bar licence, with the possibility of a marquee being erected and left until August.  J.B. is to attend the next committee meeting at Titchmarsh, and has been pencilled in to attend on Friday 9th April 2010.  P.G. also asked if it was a possibility to move the Rally date to August, as it seems that there is always bad weather on the Rallies.  J.B. and several members replied that there is no guarantee of better weather in August either, and that as other clubs arrange their agendas to fit in with the ANRC Rally, it would not be possible to ask clubs to alter their agendas, and that this suggestion would not be considered.  C.C. was asked if she will be attending the Rally, to which C.C. replied that she would not.  C.C. is retiring as a Rep for the ANRC.

Navigation Updates

M.S. began by advising that Warmington Lock will be closed between 11th March and 1st April 2010 for works, also Orton Lock will also be closed from 23rd March.  M.S. also advised that the Pike and Eel is to close.  J.B. said he was under the impression that this was possibly due to happen this year, and asked if this was the case.  M.S. did not know but C.C. replied that she thought that it was to be next year. C.C. advised that as the Marina owns the Pike and Eel pub, and has a lease, that this is possibly not going to happen this year.

AOB

A.C. mentioned that he had received the minutes from the AWCC, and it mentions that there is a Nene Boat Club joining the ANRC.  This is a mistake and should have read Barnwell Boat Club.

J.B. mentioned that it was his intention this year to stop at most clubs up and down the river to promote business for the ANRC, also stopping at Wisbech.

J.B. then thanked everyone, before the ANRC AGM, for attending and the help for the past 12 months. 

AGM 2010

It was asked if all the Officers would be standing again, to which the reply was yes from all the Officers.  The decision would be down to the membership.

J.B. mentioned that there will be 1 proposition at the AGM, and this is to change the date the subscriptions are due from January to March.  If subscriptions are not paid by April then it would be deemed that the club has resigned from the Association.  The ANRC rules are currently displayed on the website.

Due to a change in computers and email addresses, J.S. asked K.S. if she had a copy of the minutes from the last AGM, Friday 17th April 2009 and would she forward onto J.S. a copy.  K.S. said that she would forward this on as soon as possible.

C.C. mentions that she is standing down from the Committee and as the Secretary of P.C.C.

Dinner and Dance 2010

It was asked by J.B. if anyone had any thoughts on the venue for the Dinner and Dance for this year.  P.G. said that he thought that it had already been decided to hold it at the Masonic Hall in Peterborough again.  J.B. replied that this had not been decided, and put it to the vote.  Many members agreed that it was the best venue despite complaints about the varying bar prices.  All were in agreement to hold the function at the Masonic Hall, Peterborough.

Proposed: M.S.


Seconded: J.W.

J.B. asked C.C. if she organise the Hall, to which C.C. asked how many seats were to be booked, was it to be the same as last year?  J.B. replied yes, around 75?  J.B. then asked if anyone had any suggestions for the band.  J.W. suggested the same band as last year, the Park Royal Band.  It was asked what the ticket prices would be, but J.B. could not reply to this question yet as it would depend on the cost.

Next ANRC Meeting is to be held Friday 14th May 2010 at 8pm, venue M.N.C.C.

Meeting concluded 10.15pm.
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