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The Association of Nene River Clubs

NBC     MNCC    OCC    EBC    PCC    PYC    MLWC

Meeting on Friday 10th July 2009 at Titchmarsh starting 8pm

Members Attending

John Brown – J.B. - (N.B.C & A.N.R.C. Captain), 

Jenny Sullivan – J.S. - (O.C.C & A.N.R.C Vice Captain), 

John Crisp – J.C. - (P.Y.C & A.N.R.C. Treasurer),

Ron Smith – R.S. - (E.B.C & A.N.R.C. Secretary),

Karen Scrivener – K.S. – (N.B.C & A.N.R.C. Minutes Secretary)  

Ralph Sullivan – R.A.S. - (O.C.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep), 

Charlie Carlton – C.C. - (P.C.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep),                                                                                            

Alan Cook – A. C. (M. L. W. C. & A. N. R. C. Rep), 


          

Lee Brackpool – L.B. - (P.C.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep), 

Paul Scrivener – P.S. – (N.B.C. Rep)

Ashley – (M.L.W.C. Rep)

This meeting began with the members being introduced to Dan and Carol McIntyre, from the new club at Barnwell.  J.B. asked for information about the club.  Carol explained that the club has only just been set up, and as part of their plans, would very much like to be members of the A.N.R.C.  Dan commented that the idea is to bring a wider community together, through the A.N.R.C., and that they currently have 122 moorings, with visitors moorings also provided.  J.B. asked about the current figures for members, which Dan replied that there are 35 to 40 members. There is no club house at present, no toilet or shower facilities, however, there is a pump-out and water facility, but these are part of the long term plan.  Gaining access to the site was mentioned, to which the reply was that it would not be a problem, a key could possibly be available.  Another issue that was raised was that of access to vehicle parking.  There is a Caravan Park next to the club, which has ample parking, which members and visitors can use.  

J.B. asked if they had a club Burgee yet, they currently do not have one but have a designed their own.  It was explained that the individual membership is £5 each, and normally the pennants are £12 but the price is only £5 upon joining as a new member, and club membership subscriptions are £1 per boat.  J.S. explained that the club is looking at the wider picture, as the A.N.R.C. has connections with the EA, and that there are other clubs that are part of the A.N.R.C.

The Club Rules were also brought up, which J.B. suggested that they would be available on the website. 

Both Dan and Carol are also members of O.C.C.

At this point Dan and Carol McIntyre left the room.  This enabled the A.N.R.C. Committee members, and representatives, to discuss the possible club membership.

R.S. queried whether they would be legitimate club as at the RGN meeting at the end of last year Barnwell Boat Club was brought up, and the council objected to them being there.  

The EA would be in a difficult position as they would have had no issues with the club being there, but would not want to upset the local council.  Sue Cant had brought up that the EA had no issues with the club so long as boats were licensed and the river was wide enough to take moorings.  The only problem was that there were rumours that Northamptonshire County Council were not happy with the moorings being there.  All members agreed that this was not the issue, and that it should not be an issue with the A.N.R.C.  The vote was put forward to accept Barnwell Boat Club as A.N.R.C.

Barnwell Boating Club have been accepted as part of the A.N.R.C. Association, and issued with an Application form, with the proviso that they provide the club with the design of their Burgee and their constitution, urgently.  Dan, Carol and Barnwell Boat Club members, were invited to the A.N.R.C. Dinner and Dance 2009, and were provided with a Dinner and Dance Poster to display, with the tickets being forwarded onto them when tickets are being sold.

Proposed: J.B.

Seconded: C.C. 

Apologies for Absence

Jeff Walters – J.W. - (M.L.W.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep),                                       

Martin Smith – M.S. - (N.B.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep),

Lee Brackpool – L.B. - (P.C.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep), 

Eric Rollings – E.R. - (P.Y.C. & A.N.R.C. Rep),

David Cussell – D. C. – (P. Y. C. & A. N. R. C. Rep),

No reps attended from Elton and M.N.C.C.

Minutes of Last Meeting (17th April 2009)

Proposer: J.S.

Seconder: R.A.S.

Matters Arising

The last report on the gentleman who was crushed in the V-gate at Orton in May, is that he is still in hospital, after being ventilated for a few months, is now receiving physiotherapy, and will not be leaving the hospital for at least the next few months.

J.B. asked if J.S. had received the maps from Sue Cant yet.  J.S. replied that they have not been received yet, but she is still waiting on the report.

P.C.C. have already paid the A.N.R.C. subscriptions, and also J.C. has already paid the deposit for the Peterborough Masonic Hall.

Captain’s Report

The A.N.R.C. website is now moving forward.  Otherwise there is nothing to report other than the wonderful boating weather that we are currently experiencing.

The Peterborough Festival at the embankment was good, but there was not much there as some of the activities were being held in the centre of Peterborough.  133 boats attended the Festival, with 105 arriving on the Friday, and more turned up on the Saturday.

J.B. reminded J.C. that a cheque of £150 was to be sent to Bob Mason.

Vice Captain’s Report

J.S. sent off to Sue Cant the map of the river with mooring sites marked, and also questioned Sue on the EA maps.  In Woodford village there is a mooring site along a bank-side which is shallow and weedy.  Sue has written in reply that she has asked Land Registry about the ownership of the land marked on the map that J.S. had sent her.

O.C.C. has had a problem with Upper and Lower Barnwell Locks, with the paddles being left open on the locks, which has now happened several times.

C.C. commented that P.C.C. has had an issue with minors trying to force open the electric box that protected the guillotine operation buttons.  This meant that the box could not be opened because they had badly damaged the box, which meant the keys could not be used.

The Meeting has asked if Sue Cant can provide an updated contact telephone numbers list that the A.N.R.C. can circulate, as the current ones divert the caller to the B.W.  The call centres are apparently based in Glasgow, and they have no information on the River Nene, according to C.C.R.S. suggested wireless sensors on the V-gates, as the common complaint from the EA is that they are unable to wire up the gates.

The A.N.R.C. are to print a boating etiquette, as several complaints have been made regarding boats cruising too fast, etc.  J.B. is to write a letter to the ANRC members in reference to the above issues.  P.C.C. will also write a letter to the ANRC, but C.C. has asked if the ANRC could follow up and support this letter.

Secretary’s Report

With the Marina at Beckett’s Park Northampton, most of the finances are now in place, and need only to raise £250,000.

Salters Lode has taken 4 months to complete, and was open since the 24th April 2009.  So far it is still working normally, but boaters need to call first before they arrive to make sure that there are no problems. 

DEFRA is still considering the Transport and Works Act at present, so no update.

There is a large meeting in Central London regarding the Navigation charges, harmonising the charges, with the proposal being that boats are charged by length by beam.  This would mean that charges for narrow boats would be cheaper and cruisers would be dearer.  From the minutes at the last RGN meeting, Lynne Woodley was making further enquiries at the IWAC.  

Treasurer’s Report

All Club subscriptions are now in, other than N.B.C.  Chris Edwards from the EA was thanked regarding the Inland Navigation Work.  There is to be a joint statement, with the priority being maintenance, and should there be any finances left over this is to be used for economic improvements.  If by chance any money that is remaining after the improvements are made, then this could be used for any cosmetic work.

In regards to Waterways for Tomorrow, Will Chapman wrote a paper on the Strategic Waterways Authority.  J.C. was asked for his views on the paper, to which J.C.’s personal general opinion was that the paper had good ideas, but where would the funding come from?

Membership Subscriptions (lists)

The A.N.R.C. Membership Lists are now all in.

Alternative Rally 2009

J.B. had heard rumours that there was to be entertainment at N.B.C. for those not attending the A.N.R.C. Rally at P.C.C.  N.B.C. had an in house group booked, with food sold at £2.50 a head, with games, etc.  The A.N.R.C. had no problem with N.B.C. holding this event, but had a problem with members advising others that there would no moorings at the Rally, and generally would have bad weather.  Another Trustee passed on to the A.N.R.C. a table plaque stating the ‘Alternative Rally’, passed onto the ANRC by a third party.  Also, N.B.C. have not paid their current A.N.R.C. subscriptions, which J.B. has sent several emails to the Commodore, Isabel Smythe, about the outstanding subscriptions, to which he has not had any replies.

The A.N.R.C. are, at present, unsure how many of N.B.C.’s committee were aware of this event taking place.

J.S. commented that the A.N.R.C. association has a voice.

L.B. commented that plaques should not have been issued.

J.B. will complete another letter reference the non-payment of subscription.

C.C. and J.B. will complete a letter reference the ‘Alternative Rally’.  J.B. is to ask Bob Auchterloine for his help in writing this letter.

Rally P.C.C. 2009

J.B. and all the members, voiced a very large THANK YOU to P.C.C. for holding such a brilliant Rally.  C.C. thanked everyone who helped over the weekend, setting up and clearing up, that you could not tell that there had been anything held there.  P.C.C. had been so successful that they were able to make a profit from the weekend.

Dinner and Dance

C.C. has attempted to contact Park Royal by email, but is still waiting for a reply.  J.B. has had no luck contacting Paul Wheatman.  C.C. is to ask Phil Donner for his help in locating a suitable band for the Dinner and Dance, should Park Royal not be available, by attempting to get in touch with one of his contacts.

The meeting was notified about the Menu for the Dinner and Dance evening.

Rally 2010 (M.L.W.C.)

A.C. advised the meeting that M.L.W.C. have already set plans in motion, with their first Rally meeting date in August, and the Marquees have already been ordered.  A.C. asked for an updated list of the Cups/Trophies, which J.B. said that he would provide.  The only Cup that was not used in the 2009 Rally was the ‘Tug of War’, otherwise all the Trophies and cups were used.

AOB

J.B. asked J.C., if we could have more flags.  J.C. replied yes, approximately 100.

Meeting concluded 10.20pm.
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